Worksheet

Why Estuaries are important?

Summarise each value. Reference in APA.

What are coastal aquatic ecosystems?
Complete the following table to outline the characteristics of 3 coastal ecosystems.
Abiotic factors

Key plants and animals influencing this
ecosystem

Description of

Ecosystem
ecosystem

Rock platform

Beaches and dunes

Intertidal estuaries

Optional resources for the table above:

Coastal Habitats

e australian.museum

Rock Platforms

e northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au
* gld.gov.au

Beaches and Dunes

 vfavic.gov.au
e ozcoasts.org.au

Estuaries

» wetlandinfo.des.qgld.gov.au
e Ooceanservice.noaa.gov SURF LIFE SAVING
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https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/estuaries/about-estuaries/why-estuaries-are-important
https://australian.museum/learn/teachers/learning/coastal-habitats/
https://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/environment/coast-and-waterways/rock-platforms
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/coasts-waterways/marine-habitats/rocky-shore
https://vfa.vic.gov.au/education/featured/teachers-resource/sandy-beaches-and-dunes
https://ozcoasts.org.au/indicators/biophysical-indicators/beach_dune/
https://wetlandinfo.des.qld.gov.au/wetlands/ecology/aquatic-ecosystems-natural/estuarine-marine/
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/tutorial_estuaries/est06_habitats.html

What are inland aquatic ecosystems?

Complete the following table to outline the characteristics of 3 inland ecosystems.

Ecosystem Description of Key plants and animals  Abiotic factors

ecosystem influencing this
ecosystem

Rivers and streams

Wetland

Flood plain

Optional resources for the table above:
Rivers, Wetlands and Floodplains
* mdba.gov.au

Rivers
e sciencelearn.org.nz

Rivers and Streams
* lonelyplanet.com

Wetlands

¢ environment.nsw.gov.au

» wetlandinfo.des.qld.gov.au
¢ awe.gov.au

¢ awe.gov.au/water

» wetlandinfo.des.gld.gov.au
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https://www.mdba.gov.au/importance-murray-darling-basin/environment/rivers-wetlands-floodplains
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/439-river-ecosystems
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/australia-rivers-streams-maps
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/wetlands/about-wetlands
https://wetlandinfo.des.qld.gov.au/wetlands/what-are-wetlands/
https://www.awe.gov.au/water/wetlands/about
https://www.awe.gov.au/water/wetlands/publications/wetlands-australia-national-wetlands-update-2011#:~:text=These%20wetlands%20include%20coastal%20estuaries,completely%20dependent%20on%20these%20ecosystems
https://wetlandinfo.des.qld.gov.au/wetlands/resources/training/2-what-is-a-wetland/

The Value of Aquatic Ecosystems

Complete the following table.

Benefit Description Why is this important? Examples

Nutrient cycling

Streamflow

Water purity

Sediment
transportand
deposition

Bank stabilisation

Aquatic nurseries
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